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NEW OFFICERS 
 

In November, the Chapter elected new officers to serve until November 2020: 
President – Zach Cook Mu 1397         Vice President – Jake Swanson Mu 1408     
Treasurer – Chase Cunningham Mu 1411  Recruitment Chair – Greg Mullinix Mu 1407       

House Manager – Nick Hanselman Mu1410  
Secretary – Zac Garnmeister Mu 1415    Scholarship Chair – Brandon Abels Mu 1414 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
A reminder Mu Association can be contacted by email at alum@315Welch.com or by mail at 4139 Greenwood Dr., Des 

Moines, IA 50312.  If anyone knows of any potential members the Chapter should consider please let us know.  Potential 

members can be students in their last year of high school who are planning to attend Iowa State or students at Iowa State 

that might have an interest in Theta Xi.  Remember. legacy member referrals are always welcome. 
 

ANNUAL ALUM WORK DAY 
Even with the trials of COVID the annual work day in early August was a success.  About 10 alums and almost all of the 
members spent Saturday August 8 cleaning and fixing the Chapter House.  This event has become an annual program on 
the Saturday members return to start work week.    
 

CHAPTER ETERNAL 
Mu Chapter and Mu Association are saddened to report the passing of several of our Brothers since the report in the last 

Mu Musings.  The Brothers who have entered the Chapter Eternal include:  
 

Richard A. Gibbs Mu 368 - March 14, 2011   Rodney Smith Mu 716 – August 8, 2020 

Warren H. Ahnell Mu 516 - July 29, 2020   Craig Olson Mu 731 – June 10, 2020 

James Dresser Mu 610 – September 25, 2020   Kevin Vickery – Mu 937 – November 5, 2019 
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LOOKING UP ON WELCH AVENUE 
 

In the Spring issue of Mu Musings we reported things were quiet on Welch Ave as a result of the COVID shut down of 
classes.  While the Chapter is still dealing with the COVID issues the Chapter is powering forward.  The old adage that 
when times are tough the tough get going clearly applies to the Chapter this fall. 
 

This fall most of the classes at Iowa State are online or have an on line option.  The members report that most of the men 
have few classes in person and most of the members are taking their classes virtually from the Chapter House.  The 
Chapter has implemented a number of restrictions including social distancing, masks when social distancing is not 
possible and restrictions on visitors.  Meal service is still buffet style with protection shields and social distancing in the 
dining room. 
 

Iowa State has modified the calendar this year by starting the fall semester one week early and shortening the semester 
to end on the day before Thanksgiving.  The spring semester will not start until late January and shortened the Spring 
2021 semester by one week and eliminated the Spring Break.  The school year will end the first week of May as originally 
scheduled.  This change means there will be a full two months between the fall and spring semesters.  Mu Association is 
still working with the Chapter to make sure we check the Chapter House regularly.  We expect there will be one or two 
men living in the house through much of the break.  We can’t shut the house down and drop the temperature too far 
because of the sprinkler system that can’t freeze. 
 

With all of that said the Chapter has excelled the past 6 months.  As discussed later the grade point last spring soared to 
the highest level ever.  The Chapter is accredited for the first time in a few years.  The Chapter has initiated a class of 4 at 
the start of the semester and is on track to initiate a second fall class of 8 in early November.  The Chapter is working on a 
new Associate class for the spring semester and had 2 men signed up by late October. 
 

The House occupancy was expected to increase in the spring with a further increase anticipated again next fall.  However, 
with all of the COVID issues the occupancy in the spring will be similar to the fall semester.   The Chapter is still 
anticipating the higher occupancy in the fall and the Chapter should approach the breakeven point financially. 
 

The Chapter leadership has the group pulling together and moving forward in spite of the chaos of COVID and is forming 
a solid foundation to keep moving forward on many fronts. 
 

SPRING 2020 GRADES 
 

The Chapter grade point average in the Spring 2020 semester was a 3.43.  This is clearly the highest in many decades, if 
not an all time high.  Mu Association would note the average is a little deceiving as any student had the option to take as 
many of their classes as they chose to be Pass-Fail.  We suspect this lead to a lot of the members opting not to have a 
grade for the classes they might not have been excelling in.  For example, one of the sororities on campus had an all 
house GPA for the semester of 3.83.  Even with the unusual circumstances the grade point was exceptional and the 
Chapter reports the current membership should continue excelling in their academics. 
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ROOM UPGRADES AND REPAIRS 
 

Mu Association members Ryan Jones Mu 1107 and Bruce Nordmann Mu 803 are continuing their work to repair and 
upgrade a number of the study rooms.  With the projected increase in house occupancy for the spring semester the goal 
is to get another 3 or 4 rooms repaired and upgraded over the long semester break this winter.  If they are able to 
complete these rooms we are down to just a couple of the rooms that need additional work.  Their goal is to get all 26 of 
the rooms fixed up by the fall of 2021. 
 

CHAPTER IS ACCREDITED 
Each year the Chapter has to submit a report on their performance as part of the Memorial Trophy program of the 
national fraternity.  The program has a total of 9 categories.  To be accredited a Chapter must achieve a passing score in 7 
of the 9 categories.  To be an All True Men Chapter the group must have a passing score in 8 of the 9 categories. 
 

For the 2019-2020 school year Mu was accredited by Theta Xi with 7 of the 9 category standards being met.  The low 
Chapter membership and its impact on programming and finances kept the Chapter from being accredited for the past 
few years. 
 

This year the Chapter is really focusing on the standards that need to be met to not only be accredited again, but to 
achieve All True Men recognition.  The Chapter has already completed many of the requirements of the program and that 
is a departure from the recent past when the program has not been a guiding influence on Chapter programming. 
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF SIMPS 
Dear Brothers,  

Brother Veenstra is presenting a prospectus on the Chapter in this Musings to bring everyone current. I think we will all 
agree that, on a recent comparative basis, there are quite a few reasons for us to feel a lot less apprehensive.  But, 
obviously, we are not quite where we need to be in the scheme of things.   
 
One area of concern, however, is the decrease in contributions over the past six months.  Plainly, conditions have not 
been conducive to having a comfort level with any type of endeavor thanks to Covid 19.  This in mind, the current 
Members are doing a laudatory job within a very restrictive as well as competitive environment.  The Alums need to 
continue to demonstrate our steadfastness to the conviction that Mu Chapter is worth everyone’s contribution, to the 
extent circumstances allow, in assuring the energetic young Members that the Alums are doing what we can. 
 
 Accordingly, I am requesting that the Brothers put this petition for assistance at the top of your list.  There are 
still physical repairs and maintenance to complete, along with expenses for compliance with local and State ordinances. 
Additionally, we have some operating expenses coming up that may well need attention.  With your assistance the 
Chapter can proceed on course as everyone strives for some level of normality. 
 
As Bob explains, based upon the current strategy, we are getting closer to obtaining a level of occupancy that produces 
sustainability.  The present context is more discernable that it was the last time I addressed you.  Nonetheless, it would 
be regrettable, to say the least, if we let up at this point-in-time.   Therefore, I sincerely request that you contribute 
whatever you can and support the momentum that has been created.  Please send your contributions to: 
 

MU ASSOCIATION, P.O. BOX 2269, AMES, IA  50010 
 

If you want, you can use PayPal and utilize the same address as above. Thank You. 
 

YITB   
 

    Simps  
 Ron Simpson Mu 713 

 

 

NEW PARADIGM FOR MU ASSOCIATION 
 

When COVID hit this past March Mu Association had to scramble as the traditional face to face meetings in the Chapter 
House were no longer an option.  We transitioned to virtual meetings on Zoom and that has continued through the fall 
semester.  When we transitioned to virtual meetings it allowed several interested alums who do not live in the area to 
continue participating or to start participating.  For example, Brian Partlow Mu 1013 no longer has to make the monthly 
trip from Kansas City to attend the monthly meetings.  A few other alums, such as Roy Siple Mu 744, Craig Field Mu 765, 
Dean Gartelos Mu 768, Dennis McElroy Mu 923, Harry Aller, Mu 1162 and Max Von Lehe Mu 1321 are regularly 
participating in our meetings. 
 

We anticipate Mu Association will transition back to face to face meetings in early 2021.  The virtual component of the 
meetings will continue to allow alums to participate remotely.  Mu Association clearly sees the benefits of the infusion of 
new ideas. If anyone would like to participate in the Mu Association meetings on an ongoing basis we welcome your 
involvement.  This school year the regular meetings are at 6:00 PM Central time’ generally on the third Thursday of the 
month.  We occasionally need to move to the second Thursday based on the academic calendar and other factors.  If 
anyone is interested in being involved in Mu Association, please email Bob Veenstra Mu 740 at bveenstra@v-k.net to be 
added to the invite for the monthly Zoom meeting. 
 

 

NEW INITIATES THIS FALL 
In late August, the Chapter initiated 4 new members.  The 

new members all associated in the Spring 2020 semester 

but could not be initiated until the start of the fall 

semester.  The new Brothers are: 
 

Lucas Byrnes    Mu 1413 
Bandon Abels   Mu 1414 
Zac Garmeister Mu 1415 
Nick Burright     Mu 1416  

 

Congratulations to our new Brothers. 

 

 

 
FALL ASSOCIATE CLASS 

On September 18, the Chapter held the Associate member ceremony for the new fall class of 8 new members.  This class 
was initiated in November and include: 
  Ryan Walsh Mu 1417 
  Alex Presthus Mu 1418 
  Nate Laplaca Mu 1419 
  Blake Pang Mu 1420  
  Gavin King Mu 1421 
  Will Maher Mu 1422 
  Nick Lucht Mu 1423 * 
  Edgar Paz Mu 1424 
 
*Nick is the grandson of Carl Mersereau Mu 721 and Carl’s som 
Mike is Mu 1062, making the Mersereau’s one of our Chapter’s few 
three generation families. 
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