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THE YEAR IN REVIEW – PANDEMIC STYLE 
 

In early May Mu Chapter brought to close the current school year.  Needless to say, fraternity life during a pandemic was 
a challenge.  After all, how do you run a social fraternity when the whole world is focused on not being social.  In spite of 
the challenges Mu Chapter by all measures had a very successful year and one of the best in many. 
 

From a membership perspective the Chapter excelled.  In three classes the Chapter initiated 17 new Brothers almost all 
of whom associated after the start of the pandemic.  The 17 new members is one the highest totals in the last 20 years.  
  

From an academic perspective the Chapter also did very well.  For the fall semester the all house GPA was 3.03.  This is 
the first time in a very long time the Chapter had a 3.00 GPA for the fall semester.  While the 3.03 is still middle of the 
pack for fraternities it was a significant improvement over the prior year with a 2.69 GPA.  Even more noticeable the 
3.07 GPA for the new members bested the active GPA of 3.00.  It has been a long time since the new members beat the 
actives in GPA for the fall semester. 
 

The social life of the Chapter was very limited all year.  The Chapter members turned their focus to doing member 
related activities and the success of that effort is noticeable in at least two ways.  First, the Brothers have learned to 
spend time with each other and that has improved the unity and Brotherhood.  This is an area that has suffered in 
recent years as members often communicated thru their smart phones rather than face to face.  Second, the Brothers 
focused much of their energy on fixing up the study rooms.  With the guidance of Ryan Jones and the woodworking skills 
of Bruce Nordmann the Brothers have upgraded many of the study rooms.  The rooms are in the best shape they have 
been for at least 15 years. 
 

The Chapter managed COVID 19 very well.  Since the start of the pandemic in March 2019 the Chapter only had one in 
house positive result.  The Chapter was able to isolate that member and there was no spread.  Fortunately the one case 
was very mild and the Chapter quickly managed to get back to normal. 
 

For the entire school year social events were not allowed and for much of the year visitors were restricted.  Although 
Chapter Advisor Tysen Landmesser and Ryan Jones were able to visit the Chapter House Mu Association has not met at 
the Chapter House since February of 2020. 
 

The Chapter is expecting the occupancy will be about 20 next fall.  While still below the target of 25 to 26 it is a big step 
up from the past 2 years.  From a financial perspective the Chapter has done an excellent job of managing their funds 
and have been very frugal.  Even with the low numbers the Chapter committed to pay a portion of the rent each 
semester and were able to do so. 

 
The Chapter is now turning its focus to summer recruitment and to next fall.  With the current Iowa State dorm break 

policy it is very difficult for any new Associates to be able to live in their freshman year.  The Chapter is adapting to the 

reality that in house members will include very few new signees from the summer.  The only ones that realistically will 

live in are legacy members where their parents recognized that if their son was going to live in the Chapter House they 

did not want to sign a dorm contract.  In the long term this is likely to be a positive approach as it cuts down on 

freshman who join and then can’t either adapt to college life or make grades. 

 



6294 VIRTUAL STYLE 
 

On April 24 Mu Association and Mu Chapter hosted a virtual 6294.  Mu Association thought that approach was better 
than cancelling the event as was the case for 2019.  It turned out the event was a very big success with nearly 55 alums 
and active members attending.  The age range was from 19 to 86 with Mu numbers ranging from 559 to the upper 
1420s.  The meeting included recognition of two of our Gold Star members with Bryan Dalbey Mu 791 and John Name 
Mu 795 in attendance.  The Chapter handled out its annual recognition awards.  The alum of the year was Ryan Jones 
Mu 1107 for his tireless effort over the last year to improve the study rooms. 
 

Ryan Kight, Mu 1209, the Vice President of Administration on the Grand Lodge provided an update on the National 
Fraternity.  Unlike Mu, the new membership nationwide was down about 25%.  However, with reduced travel expenses 
and other savings the National Fraternity has weathered the storm and now has some very exciting expansion groups 

including the return to both Auburn and Alabama. 
 

The highlight of the event was the breakout rooms by age 
group.  The largest breakout room was the group with Mu 
numbers under 790, the 70 and over group.  It was an 
opportunity for many of the participants to catch up with 
members they had not seen in decades.  Here is a screen 
shot of the breakout room taken by Doug Kenealy.    
Although taking a photo of the computer screen has its 
challenges, but you get the idea.   
 

The take away from 6294 was Mu Association was 
encouraged to have an in person event next year, but to keep the virtual component to allow those who can’t attend in 
person to participate in at least part of the event. 
 

MU ASSOCIATION 
Mu Association continued to hold its meetings virtually this past year.  We plan to go back to in person meetings in 
August.  Even when we go back to in person meetings we will keep the Zoom meeting platform as we now have over 25 
alums who are on the invite list and attend Mu Association when they can.  The meetings are normally on the third 
Thursday of each month, except December, and are open to any alum.  If you have an interest in attending please email 
either alum@315welch.com or Bob Veenstra at bveenstra@v-k.net to be added to the meeting invite list. 
 

FACEBOOK GROUP 
Rand Estlund, Bill Stoneberg and Charlie Hart 
have hosted a Facebook group for several years.  
With Rand and Bill now more actively involved 
in Mu Association they have been inviting 
others to join.  As of early May there were 189 
members.  Rand would like to get that up to 300 
members.  The Facebook group is “Theta Xi 
Fraternity – Mu Chapter”.  Even if you are not a 
Facebook person it is an interesting read to see 
what others have posted. 

 

FROM THE DESK OF SIMPS  
Dear Brothers,  
Well, it is actually a blessing to be able to continue with our chapter operations, all be it on a modified basis due to COVID.  This 
environment has, however, allowed for the display of significant creative efforts by a group of young men that I am proud to call 
Brothers.  The current Members, especially the Chapter Officers, have done a remarkable job ranging not only from keeping the 
House functioning but also improving the results in attracting quality Associate Members while raising the House GPA to admirable 
levels along with assisting in the physical improvement to the individual “Study” rooms and even removing the old Kitchen stove. 
 

Nonetheless, an angst continues to be the level of donations from the older Alums.  We don’t seem to be keeping pace with the 
level of achievement the active Members are demonstrating.  There are periodic noteworthy contributions from some Brothers, 
including:  Larry Obenauf Mu 652, Doug Kenealy Mu 709, Craig Field Mu 765, and of course the continual assistance we receive from 
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Bob Veenstra Mu 740. Then there are the efforts of three Alums who have made extensive contributions in terms of their expertise, 
time, and physical efforts.  These are:  Ryan Jones Mu 1107, Tysen Landmesser Mu 1099, and Bruce Nordmann Mu 803. 
 

I realize that I always harp on the matter of donations, but I can’t help it.  With the drop in ISU enrollment, the glut of 
rental units, and the increased competition coming from other Houses, we can’t get complacent.  We need to step up 
our game and provide more support for those who are leading the way.  Therefore, I believe the Brothers need to catch 
up with and amplify the enthusiasm being generated by the younger (and not quite so young) Members who are to be 
congratulated for setting the standard.  So please give them/us the financial assistance needed to get this done. 
 

If you want to give by check then send them to:  MU ASSOCIATION, P.O. BOX 2269, AMES, IA  50010            
If you want, you can use PayPal at:  Mufund 1849 @ gmail.com.   

YITB      Simps  Ron Simpson Mu 713 

FROM THE WAYBACK MACHINE 
 

From the wayback machine,  
the below right photo of the 
Chapter in the Spring of 
1909 taken just a few weeks 
after the Chapter was 
founded.  The left photo is 
the first Chapter House that 
Mu rented from the start of 
Epsilon Sigma through the 
spring of 1915.  The house 

was located at 221 Pike about 2 blocks west of campus and in the second block north of Lincoln Way. 
 

SPRING 2021 INITIATION CLASS 
 

This spring the Chapter initiated 5 new Brothers in late April.  The new members are: 
    Mu 1425 Geoff Astor from Fort Dodge, Iowa – Mechanical Engineering 
    Mu 1426 Charlie Miller from Chillicothe, IL – Cyber Security Engineering 
    Mu 1427 Glen O’Brien from Lincolnwood, IL – Accounting 
    Mu 1428 Nicholas Kroening from Wayzata, MN – Design Undecided 
    Mu 1429 Nathan Hoffman from Chicago, IL – Industrial Engineering 
 

CHAPTER AWARDS FOR 2020- 2021 
 

At 6294 the Chapter announced their annual member awards including the following 
    Alum of the Year – Ryan Jones Mu 1107 for his tireless work on upgrading the Chapter House 
    Active of the Year – Greg Mullinix Mu 1407     New Member of the Year – Nick Burright Mu 1416 
    Intramural Athlete of the Year – Greg Mullinix Mu 1407 
 

THE CHAPTER LEADERSHIP - LIKE SON LIKE FATHER 
 

This last semester, the Chapter top Exec Officers 
accomplished something very rare in the history of 
Theta Xi, let alone Mu Chapter.  The Chapter 
President, Vice President and Treasurer are all legacy 
members following their fathers as members of Mu 
Chapter.  The Chapter Treasurer is Chase 
Cunningham Mu 1411 whose father is Vance 
Cunningham Mu 1020.  The Vice President is Jake 
Swanson Mu 1408 whose father is Jason Swanson 
Mu 1050.  The Chapter President is Zach Cook whose 
father is Chris Cook Mu 1077. 
 

                                                         From L to R: Jake and Jason Swanson, Zach and Chris Cook, Chase and Vance Cunningham 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

A reminder Mu Association can be contacted by email at alum@315Welch.com or by mail at 4139 Greenwood Dr., Des 

Moines, IA 50312.  If anyone knows of any potential members the Chapter should consider please let us know.  Potential 

members can be students in their last year of high school who are planning to attend Iowa State or students at Iowa 

State that might have an interest in Theta Xi.  Remember, legacy member referrals are always welcome. 
 

FROM THE TRIVIA BIN 
 

Did you know that in 1934 it took 63 ballots to elect the President?  Can you imagine a Chapter meeting with 63 ballots? 
 

Did you know in the early days the voting for new members required 2 separate votes.  In the first round yes was a white 
ball and no was a black ball.  In the second vote the black ball was yes and a white ball was no.  To be invited to join you 
had to pass both rounds of voting. 
 

CHAPTER ETERNAL 
Mu Chapter and Mu Association are saddened to report the passing of several of our Brothers since the report in the last 
Mu Musings.  The Brothers who have entered the Chapter Eternal include:  
 

     Herbert Hecht Mu 225 – December 2017    Melvin Freuchtenicht Mu 258 – January 4, 2021 
     Douglas Mauch Mu 354 – March 15, 2021     John Geiger Mu 380 – Date Unknown        
     Darrell (Bill) W. Dahlein Mu 382 - April 4, 2020     Robert F Percival Mu 404 -  April 23, 2019    
     Charles Yeager Mu 409 -May 27, 2015     James P Galvin Mu 443 – March 17, 2010 
     Lloyd Sease Mu 460 – July 26, 2017    Robert Rowse Mu 502 – December 6, 2016   
     Frederick Peacock Mu 507 – June 28, 2009   Gordon Ingram Mu 509 – April 14, 2019   
    Terry Conklin Mu 616 – December 23, 2020 
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