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CHAPTER ROUND UP 

In mid-May the Chapter brought to a close another school year.  Coming out of the pandemic the year was successful.  
Academics remained strong even though there was a little slippage from the prior year.  The Chapter member were more 
engaged in Campus activities than they have been in the last several years.  The Chapter took home a record number of 
trophies for both Homecoming and Greek Week events.  The Chapter won 2nd place is both the Community Service and 
Banners competitions at Greek Week with our partners Delta Gamma and Phi Kappa Theta. Participation in intramural 
was strong again this school year. 
 

Membership was up slightly from the prior year and the Chapter initiated both a fall associate class and a spring associate 
class.  Without the ability for freshman to live in the Chapter House the Chapter is still adapting to the reality of almost all 
recruitment is during the school year.  The recruitment in the fall semester was fairly robust, but as is typical lagged in the 
spring semester.  The Chapter anticipates 20 men living in this coming fall semester and that is the highest number in the 
last few years.  The Chapter is working on recruitment this summer, but as has been the case for the last two years the 
results are likely to be limited.  Most incoming students are waiting to join a fraternity until the fall semester as they will 
be in the dorms for the entire school year. 
 

  
      Greek Week 
 

  
                                     Spring Formal 

 



SPRING INITIATION CLASS 

In early May the Chapter initiated four new brothers from the spring membership class.  The new members  are:     

(Left to Right)   

Connor Niland Mu 1441 
Logan Reuland Mu 1439 
Christian Taylor Mu 1440 
Austin Adams Mu 1438          

 

 

 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 6294 EVENT 

On April 2022 Mu Chapter and Mu 
Association held the annual 6294 event.  
This was the first time in 3 years the event 
was in person.  Following the model used for 
the monthly Mu Association meetings, the 
6294 event was a combination virtual and in 
person event.  The event started in the late 
afternoon with everyone gathering in the 
living room for the virtual event.  About 30 
alums were able to attend either in person 
on via Zoom.  The highlight of event was 
John (Rat) Neumann Mu 745 doing his best 
impression of being a stand up comic.  John 
was able to playfully insult nearly everyone 
in attendance. 
 

The formal program included the Chapter 
Presidents report and Chapter awards.  Ryan 
Kight Mu 1197, who is a Vice President on 
the Grand Lodge, provided an update on 
what is happening at Theta Xi at a national 

level.  Even though membership was down during the pandemic it has bounded back this year.  Theta Xi is also ramping 
up its expansion efforts that were slowed over the last 2 years.  Ron Simpson Mu 713 provided an update on the Chapter 
House improvement program that has been ongoing for the last several years as there are still a number of needs to 
address. 
 

After the end of the virtual event everyone gathered for a group photo followed by the 6294 dinner.  The consensus was 
the event was very successful and we plan to follow the same format next year. 
 

Looking forward, we have been trying to hold a larger event every 5 years.  The next large event will be in 2024 for the 
115th Anniversary of Mu Chapter.  The tentative date is the weekend of April 27, 2024.  Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend. 

CHAPTER AWARDS 
At 6294 Mu Chapter announced the annual awards as follows: 
 

      Intramural Athlete of the Year – Zac Garnmeister Mu 1415      New member of the Year – Geoff Astor Mu 1425 
       Active Member of the Year – Nick Burright Mu 1416                 Alumni of the Year – Ron Simpson Mu 713 
                                                                       Sweetheart: Sophia Stuart 



CHAPTER HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS 
Kent Burhenn Mu 746 and Ron Simpson Mu 713, with the assistance of several other members of Mu Association, 
continue to work on the Chapter House improvements.  These improvements are funded by the generosity of our alumni 
Brothers and without their support would not be possible.   
 

This summer the main project will be to repair the stairs between 1st and 2nd and between 2nd and 3rd floors.  The treads 
and risers are shot from decades of hard use and need to be replaced.  The stairs will be torn down to the stringers and 
upgraded.  Once that work is completed the stairs will be carpeted.  The stairs leading to the basement were worked on a 
few years ago and are in much better shape.  We will be replacing screen doors and a few other minor projects. 
Planning work for the next major multi year project of replacement of windows is ongoing.  Please refer to Craig Field’s 
article on the window project. 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
 

If you haven’t already heard, there is a very Active Private Facebook group for Theta Xi Mu Alums. 
“Theta Xi Fraternity – Mu Chapter”. 

We now have over 230 members! Posts range from old memories to current activities – Mu Musing, Alumni 
Weekend,   football tail gate parties, class photos, pledge class photos, and many resurfacing photos of a very 
important times in our lives. Every post gets anywhere 100 – 200+ views. Links are accessible to update your 
current contact information , National, Active and Alum Websites.  Join the fun and request 
access.   https://www.facebook.com/groups/thetaximuchapter.   
  

         
(screen shot from Bill Stoneberg) 
 

More Pictures from 2022: 
 

            

                            Brothers at the Sweet 16     Go Karting Event 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/XttTCYERr9cgYYxH047t-?domain=facebook.com


 
Mu Association of Iowa State University 

4139 Greenwood Drive 

Des Moines, IA 50312-2825 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 
CHAPTER ETERNAL 

Mu Chapter and Mu Association are saddened to let the Brothers know that several of our members entered the Chapter 

Eternal.  This time it is unfortunate that we have to let you know of the passing of more Brothers than typical since our 

last issue of Mu Musings. 

       W. Fred Hazelton Mu 306 – February 10, 2022  Ronald Smith Mu 483 – December 21, 2021 
       Leland A. Anderson Mu 489 – December 29, 2021  Darrell Arents Mu 539 – March 24, 2019 
       Duane Baltz Mu 550 – December 22, 2006   Gale Pearce Mu 580 – March 10, 2022 
       Larry Nelson Mu 613 – July 12, 2019    James A. Eberle Mu 635 – February 7, 2019 
       James W. Hawley Mu 675 – October 20, 2020  D. Kent Weilage Mu 686 – March 17, 2019 

George K. Sassmann Mu 857 – May 12. 2022 

ADDRESS UPDATES OR CONTACT MU ASSOCIATION 
If you have an update to your address or email address or would like to contact Mu Association the best way to do so is 
to email us at alum@315welch.com.  As we start to transition to sending Mu Musings by email to those with email 
addresses we strongly encourage you to send us your email address.  Alternatively, you can contact us at Mu Association, 
4139 Greenwood Dr., Des Moines, IA 50312.  We would like to hear from you if you are planning to visit Ames, need 
some information from us or know of a student or incoming student at Iowa State that may have an interest in rushing 
Mu Chapter. 
 

ANNUAL ALUMNI WORK DAY 
Again this year we will be holding our alumni work day on Saturday, August 13.  The goal of work day is to knock out 
some minor projects around the Chapter House and to help spiffy up the outside of the Chapter House before the start of 
the school year.  The work day starts at 9:00 and usually wraps up in the mid-afternoon.  This is an opportunity to meet 
some of the undergraduate members and catch up with some alums who volunteer.  If you are interested in helping this 
year, please contact Ryan Jones at ryan.jones@routedpackets.com.                        

mailto:alum@315welch.com
mailto:ryan.jones@routedpackets.com


 
 

 

Brothers, 

Normally Mu Musings is a vehicle for keeping you informed on initiations, chapter activities, 

improvements, and general university information. My note today is a little different. 

We need your help. 

We have reached a point where the grand old lady of 315 Welc 

h needs a face lift. Our continued efforts to paint, caulk and otherwise extend the life of our 

windows is no longer cost effective.  That can be seen in our ever-increasing energy bills to heat 

the house.  We have rotten sills, frames, and worn-out units.  Our only recourse is new windows. 

The house has 99 window units that need replacing.  A recent estimate of the total cost was 

about $130,000.  Replacements of mid-level quality will last for at least 25-30 years.   

Therefore, I am coming to you with a desperate request for donations of any amount. I thought 

twice about using “desperate” but it is only way to describe our situation.  Realistically, we know 

it cannot be funded and completed at one time.  Our goal is to focus on the front windows and 

then work around to other units as funds allow.  

Now for the good part.  We have a brother that is anonymously offering to match donations up 

to a total of $10,000 through July 31st.  I challenge you to donate today to maximize this 

generous offer.     

Bob Veenstra determined that if a donation is given to the Theta Xi Foundation, with the 

notation in the reference line that it is to be deposited into the Mu Chapter Education Fund, we 

can use the money for windows in study rooms as this qualifies as an “educational expense”.  The 

Theta Xi Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) organization; therefore, your donation can be deducted from 

your gross income on Federal and some State tax returns, - if you file an itemized return(s).  

Theta Xi National will send you a receipt noting the donation for tax purposes. For the brothers 

that find themselves in a high tax bracket, this is a wonderful approach to maximizing the benefit 

of your contribution. 

Donating is easy.  You can…. 

Write a check to Theta Xi Foundation with the reference, “use for Mu Chapter Education Fund”.  
Mail to: 
Bob Veenstra  

Mu Association 
4139 Greenwood Drive 
Des Moines, Iowa  50312 
 

Donate online by visiting:   

https://contributions.omegafi.com/contributions/product/theta-xi-foundation/ 

Complete your personal info and dollar amount of your gift.  In the section marked “Fund 

Account Designation”, please click Mu Chapter Education Fund.  You may also want to add your 

Mu number in the “Donor Recognition Name” field. 

https://contributions.omegafi.com/contributions/product/theta-xi-foundation/


I know this is a big ask.  But I also know that when we band together as brothers, we can 

accomplish any goal.  Think back to the fun, memories, and lifelong friendships we created within 

her walls during our time in the house.  Now, the physical structure needs our attention.  Please 

consider joining our efforts.  Any gift, no matter the amount, is appreciated. 

Thanks in advance for your support, 

YITB 

Craig Field   Mu 765 

PS.  If you have any questions, please contact me on my cell at (803) 260-5749 or via email at: 
fsassociates@mindspring.com. 
 
 
 
 

CHARITABLE GIVING UPDATE 

Craig Field’s article described how you can make a tax-deductible charitable gift to the Theta Xi 

Foundation designated for the Mu Chapter Educational Account.  For those Brothers who are 

past 70 ½ you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly to the Foundation from 

an IRA account.  This option is available for any IRA, but not from a 401k account.  However, for 

those subject to RMD’s (Required Minimum Distributions) a QCD can be used to offset your RMD.  

For those of you who do not itemize deductions on your tax return this can be very valuable as 

the charitable deduction is very limited for those taking the standard deduction this allows you to 

avoid taxes on the entire QCD. 

There is a catch as the QCD gift to the charity must be taken before you take your annual RMD in 

order to use the QCD as an offset against the RMD.  Many retirees have moved their scheduled 

RMD distribution date to the end of the year so they have most of the year to decide which 

charities to contribute to that year.  If you have any questions about using a QCD to make a 

contribution to the Theta Xi Foundation designated for Mu Chapter please contact you financial 

or tax professional or give Kent Burhenn Mu 746 a call at 515-232-3715. 

  

 

mailto:fsassociates@mindspring.com

